beautiful fan-shaped tail. Then away he flies like a flash in pursuit of an insect, twisting and turning in the air in every conceivable attitude. He is seized with a sudden impulse, swoops down to the streamside and after a hurried bath is off again. Momentarily he pauses to pour forth his song of joy. His whole being seems to vibrate with the joy of living. Then he remembers his mate brooding on the dainty cradle overhanging the stream and hurries back to relieve her. At his approach she slips off. He whisks around the nest with expanded tail for a few moments and then quietly and contentedly settles on the eggs and is at peace.
Another pair nested over the stream a few hundred yards away from the cabin. These birds were as usual very trustful, and we began taking liberties with them. I secured a photograph of the female as she fed the young bird between the fingers of my companion's hand held over the nest. I tried to induce her to hop on to my hand to feed the young bird held therein, but she cleverly evaded doing so. She would hop around my hand and then feed the young bird whilst hovering in the air.
Tragedy overtakes a large percentage of the nests of the Fantails and other birds, particularly the Black-faced Flycatcher (Monarcha melanopsis) in the National Park. Both eggs and young frequently disappear. The Pied Currawong (Strepera graculina) is suspected of being the chief offender. However, in spite of the many setbacks, the number of these beautiful creatures appears to be maintained to delight the eyes and ears of all lovers of nature.
The Starling
My experience of the Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) was chiefly in the fruit-growing districts of South Australia. The Starling's most bitter enemy is the orchardist, and there is, in my opinion, just cause for complaint against the bird. With the farmer the balance is more equal, and, although armies of Starlings may be seen moving over newly sown wheat-fields, much of the food they are consuming consists of caterpillars and other forms of insect life. In the case of the grazier the tables are completely turned, and most valuable service is done for him by this species of bird.
